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Ms. Waleska Grajales’s class follows COVID mask mandated protocols.
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Jenny Lawler chooses Ms. Lesley Buchanan as 
her STAR Teacher.

     In the United States over 2,000 
schools started the year off virtu-
ally due to concerns with CO-
VID-19 and its variant Omicron. 
In Georgia a handful of school 
systems including Atlanta, Fulton, 
Clayton, Dekalb, and Rockdale 
made the decision to delay the start 
of school a week. Gwinnett chose 
to return on their scheduled day, 
but had teachers show students 
how to operate zoom in the case 
that any changes arise.
      Some Georgia schools are 
requiring mandatory COVID-19 
tests for teachers and staff. Gwin-
nett Schools require masks during 
‘high’ spread periods, however 
during ‘moderate’ or ‘low’ trans-
mission periods (for at least two 
weeks) masks will be optional for 
all individuals.
      Many counties such as Cobb 
have made the choice to discon-
tinue contact tracing after updated 
guidelines no longer require it. 
This is due to a letter sent by Gov. 
Brian Kemp. This means schools 
do not have to inform students or 
teachers if they have been exposed 
to Covid. Certain staff are happy 
to hear this due to the challenges 
that occurred with contact tracing. 
Cobb County Superintendent said, 
“ It takes so long that some people 
who were close contacts were not 

Select Georgia schools start remotely 
due to Omicron strain
By: Makeda Templier, class of 2022

informed until the period when 
they should have quarantined had 
elapsed.”
      In the letter Gov. Kemp encour-
aged superintendents to continue 
allowing students to attend in per-
son. He also stated that employees 
at schools are no longer required 
to quarantine after exposure to the 
virus. Employees will be allowed 

to teach whether they test positive 
for the virus or are unvaccinated as 
long as they wear a mask and do 
not develop symptoms.
      As of now, Gwinnett’s start to 
the new semester has not eased 
on many rules from last semester 
due to a spike in Covid cases. For 
example, on November 8, the 
county reported 5 new cases with 

a 7 day average of 58. However, 
January 11 saw 1,804 new cases 
and had a 7 day average of 1,843. 
With that spike, leaders are urging 
individuals to be responsible and 
take proper precautions for their 
health and the health of others 
around them.

     Every year the College Board awards the student with the highest SAT score at each high school the STAR Student Award. This year’s winner 
is senior Jenny Lawler, ranked highest with an outstanding 1490 SAT score. She is a passionate learner and excellent student to her most admired 
teacher Ms. Lesley Buchanan. Lawler picked Buchanan to be alongside her at the Gwinnett County banquet to receive the STAR Student and 
STAR Teacher Award. Let’s celebrate these two extraordinary women for their hard work and dedication. They have truly earned it! 

Jenny Lawler earns STAR student honors, chooses 
Lesley Buchanan as STAR teacher
By: Haley Fowler, class of 2022

STAR Student: Jenny Lawler
How does it feel to earn an award like 
this?

“I was extremely surprised to have earned 
this award. It feels validating to be noticed 
and rewarded for the score I was proud to 
have earned.”

Any tips to incoming students who aspire 
to work towards this award next year?

“Know your strengths and weaknesses 
before going into the test (SAT). If you can 
take the PSAT a couple times beforehand, 
it gives you a good idea of how you’ll 
perform.”

What made you choose Ms. Buchanan for 
the STAR teacher award?

“Ms. Buchanan inspired in me a love of 
Shakespeare and a deeper understanding 
of literature. Her class was the one I looked 
forward to most every day last year, and she 

never failed to put a smile on my face and those 
of the students around me.”

STAR Teacher: Lesley Buchanan
What does this award mean to you?

“I have always believed that being named 
STAR teacher is the most meaningful award a 
teacher can receive simply because the STAR 
student, Jennifer Lawler, felt that I had an 
impact on her during the year she spent with 
me in AP Literature.  Jennifer was one of the 
most intelligent, interesting young people to 
have graced my classroom.”

Could you give a brief summary of why 
you believe Jennifer deserves this award?

“She is mature beyond her years, and her pas-
sion for reading, a rare trait in many young 
people, translates into every aspect of her 
personal life and academic excellence.  I feel 
extremely honored to have played a small role 
in what will be an amazing future for such a 
bold, strong young woman.”
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     As a junior or senior in high 
school there are many things you 
should make sure you get done in 
order to be fully prepared for your 
next step after high school. 
     Luckily for students, our coun-
selors are here to help you with any 
questions you may have regarding 
college and graduation. Ms. Julie 
Floyd, Ms. Tamika Grimes, and 
Ms. Amanda Herzberg shared a 
success checklist for juniors and 
seniors at this point in the year.

Juniors:

• Register for the SAT and/
or ACT

• Make sure your parents re-
view their financial situation 
for college expenses.

• Meet with guidance counsel-
ors to make sure you are on 
track to graduate and that you 
meet necessary requirements.

• Research which colleges you 
think would be a good fit for 
you.

• Attend PROBE college fairs, 
also financial aid nights if 
provided. 

• Start drafting essays to use 
for scholarships and college 
admissions applications.

• Search for scholarships you 
may be eligible for to help 
you and your family pay for 
college.

• Contact colleges you are 
interested in and request in-
formation about financial aid 
and admission requirements 

as well as deadlines.
• In February and early March 

you will meet with counselors 
to prepare for senior year, 
graduation, and the college 
process.

• Consider completing college-
level coursework through dual 
enrollment or earning college 
credits by signing up for AP 
classes.

• Research colleges that you 

Students preparing for college should follow ‘success checklist’

may have interest in.
Seniors:

• Take the SAT or ACT again if 
you still need to improve your 
scores and they are required 
by your chosen college.

• Speak to the College and 
Career specialist to complete 
career assessments on the 
website Naviance.

• Go to the College/Career spe-

cialist Ms. Amanda Herzberg 
for scholarship information.

• Make sure to complete the 
FAFSA for student aid.

• Go to your counselor for any 
help that you need to get situ-
ated in order to graduate.

• Make sure you have a GA-
Futures account, and access 
GAFutures to view your Hope 
GPA and other college infor-
mation.

• Research colleges that you 
may have interest in.

• Schedule campus visits.
• Ask your teachers and coun-

selors to submit required 
documents (letters of recom-
mendation) to your preferred 
colleges.

• Submit a request through your 
My GAFutures account for 
your high school to send your 
transcript to colleges.

• Find out if your college re-
quires the CSS/PROFILE, 
supplemental financial aid 
form, in addition to FAFSA.

• Stay involved in after school 
activities and work hard all 
year because your grades can 
still impact scholarship and 
other financial aid eligibility.

• Pay attention to deadlines and 
apply to the colleges you have 
chosen.

• Submit GSFAPP to qualify 
for student aid such as the 
HOPE scholarship.

• Review your college accep-
tances if you have any so far.

• Contact the college’s financial 
aid offices.

• When you decide what col-
lege you want to go to, notify 
the school and submit any 
required financial deposits. 
Also, notify the other colleges 
you were accepted to and 
withdraw your application.

• You and your parents should 
confirm housing plans, fresh-
man orientation dates and 
course registration.

By: Michael Chiwetalu, class of 2022
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College Career counselor Ms. Amanda Herzberg helps student Collin Micah with questions about 
college and graduation requirements.

     When deciding what your next 
step is after high school, there can 
be many roadblocks to deciding 
what college and or university 
to attend. 
     There are many scholarships 
that can help alleviate that prob-
lem, one of them being the Quest-
Bridge Scholarship. 
     QuestBridgeis a very com-
petitive program that supports 
students who come from families 
with limited financial resources all 
around the United States. 
     If the student becomes a final-
ist, they are “matched” with one 
of 45 schools that are partnered 
with Questbridge and are given a 
full ride scholarship to some of the 
best of the colleges and universi-
ties in the country.
     This year for the class of 2022 
one outstanding student was ac-
cepted into the program: Micah 
Petit-Bois. Petit-Bois is now 
scheduled to attend Princeton 
University as a freshman next fall. 
      
     Here is some information Petit-
Bois shared about the scholarship:

      Who informed you about the 
scholarship?

      “ Our previous college and 
career counselor, Mrs. Adams.” 

QuestBridge presents their scholarship to one of  DHS’ finest: Micah Petit-Bois
By: Kaylee Medina, class of 2023

photo courtesy of Micah Petit-Bois

DHS student Micah petit-Bois will attend Princeton on a full-ride  
scholarship thanks to the Questbridge Scholarship program and 
her hard work.

      What does the scholarship 
mean to you?

      “That working hard at being 

the best version of myself really 
pays off.” 

      When you were presented 

with the idea of applying for the 
scholarship and having all four 
years of your academic school 
year paid, did you ever think you 
would get it?

      “When I first found out about 
the opportunity, it seemed very far 
away and impossible. But, once I 
started applying, I had a feeling 
that everything would turn out for 
the better.”

      Was Princeton your first 
choice?

      “Yes.”

      From my understanding, 
once you are selected as a final-
ist you are able to apply to the 
colleges partnered with Quest-
Bridge. What were your top 
three schools? 

      “I chose only three schools. 
They were Princeton, Columbia, 
and Stanford, in that order.”

      What was the easiest and 
hardest part about the process? 
      
“The easiest part of the process 
was picking what to write about. 
I felt very passionate about my 
answers to every prompt. The 

hardest part about the process was 
pacing myself to finish all my ap-
plications and submit my financial 
documents, especially with my 
course load last semester.”

      Who would you say encour-
aged you when you were having 
doubts about the scholarship?
      
“I didn’t share the fact that I was 
applying with many people, but 
I’d say that my counselor, Mr. 
King, my essay mentor, and my 
sisters really made me feel like I 
was special and could do anything 
I set my mind to.” 

      Do you have any advice for 
upcoming seniors wanting to ap-
ply for the scholarship?
      
“I truly believe that getting this 
scholarship comes down to being 
yourself. Find the parts of yourself 
that make you unique, and show 
people why your passion matters.”  
      
      Juniors who think they might 
qualify for the scholarship can 
visit, questbridge.org.  
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     Mock Trial Team is a way for 
students to experience the events 
of a trial in a real court room. Stu-
dents act out criminal cases and are 
judged on how well they perform. 
Below is a series of questions 
answered by the Teacher Coach 
Rachel Stone.

1.What does Mock Trial involve?

     “In Mock Trial, we study and 
prepare a criminal or civil case for 
the Georgia High School Mock 
Trial Competition. Students act as 
attorneys or witnesses and com-
pete against other high schools at 
Regional, State, or National com-
petitions. Students practice with 
adult judges and attorney coaches 
in real courtrooms. (Our) team is 
currently the Lawrenceville (Re-
gion 9) Region runner-ups for the 
second consecutive year.”

  2. Have you competed yet this 
year? Any results so far? Or 
when is your main competition?

     “The …team competes at 
Regional competitions –against 
other high schools in Lawrencev-
ille… area soon (e.g. Duluth 
High, Brookwood High). Round 
1 … begins on Feb. 2. Round 2 is 
scheduled for Feb. 8 and Rounds 
3 and 4 are scheduled for Feb. 12. 
The team can advance to Districts 

and State Competitions in March. 
If the team wins the State Compe-
titions, the team will advance to 
National Competitions. Nationals 
this year will take place in Ka-
lamazoo, Michigan in May. There, 
students have an opportunity to 
compete against teams from the 
other 49 U.S. States, Puerto Rico, 
and South Korea.”

3.What are the responsibilities 
of the team’s coach?

     “The Mock Trial team has 
one teacher coach (Rachel Stone) 
and four attorney coaches (The 
Honorable Judge Tracie Cason, 
David Cason, Kelsie Cross, and 
Courtney Spicer). Stone organizes 
and schedules practices, registers 
the team for competitions, trains 
attorney coaches, acts as a liaison 
between the Georgia State Bar 
–the team’s governing organiza-
tion–, and teaches students about 
the Georgia legal system at prac-
tices. “

4.What do the attorney coaches 
do?

     “The attorney coaches attend 
weekly practices. When DHS stu-
dent attorneys draft their opening 
and closing statements and cross 
and examination questions for 
competitions, the attorney coaches 

give them feedback. The attorney 
coaches also teach students trial 
techniques, including the Rules 
of Evidence (e.g. how to make 
and respond to objections). Ad-
ditionally, the attorney coaches 
support students with sponsorships 
from local businesses and provide 
students with food at practices.”

5.What role do understudies 
play?

     “When students make the Mock 
Trial team they are assigned an at-
torney or witness role in the crimi-
nal or civil case the team prepares 
for competition. Understudies are 
students who make the Mock Trial 
team, but will serve or fill in in the 
event a student attorney or student 
witness cannot compete (e.g. the 
student has a family emergency, 
falls ill). Understudies attend all 
practices and participate in mock 
trial run-throughs.”

6.What does it take to be success-
ful on the team?

     “Consistency, dedication, lead-
ership, acting-skills and discipline! 
Mock Trial is a huge time com-
mitment and extremely competi-
tive. The pre-season starts in late 
August. The official season begins 
in October and ends in March 

–depending on whether the team 
advances past Regional or District 
competitions. The team practices 
at least twice per week between 
August and December and at least 
three times per week starting in 
January. Students are expected to 
arrive at all practices on time and 
prepared to dissect the season’s 
case materials. They also meet 
rigorous deadlines, collaborate 
with their peers –to develop case 
themes and theories–, and apply 
feedback from coaches.”   

7.What takes place during a 
mock trial event?

     “Mock Trial teams are split 
into two teams. For example, 
this year’s case is a criminal 
case. We have three prosecutors, 
three prosecutor/state witnesses 
(Prosecution Team) and three de-
fense attorneys and three defense 
witnesses (Defense Team). Our 
Prosecution Team will compete 
against another high school’s (eg. 
Duluth High School) Defense 
Team in a real courtroom before an 
adult presiding judge. In another 
courtroom, our Defense Team 
will compete against another high 
school’s Prosecution Team. Each 
courtroom has a jury. The jury 
is made up of three to four adult 
attorneys who are using rubrics to 
score each team (how well each 

side knows the case materials or 
trial techniques, how well wit-
nesses stay in “character,” etc.). 
The team with the highest score 
advances to District, State, or 
National competitions. When com-
petitions are over, students receive 
feedback from the presiding judge 
and the jury members. Addition-
ally, there is an award ceremony.”
 
8. What is some information you 
feel like students that might be 
interested in joining the team in 
the future should know?
    
     “It is also a great networking 
opportunity. For example, some 
DHS students attend the Georgia 
State Bar’s annual, four-day Law 
Academy –in downtown Atlanta. 
There, they’ve had opportunities 
to converse with and learn from 
law school professors, Georgia Su-
preme Court justices, and District 
Attorneys. In other cases, students 
have received letters of recom-
mendations from local judges and 
attorneys. A number of DHS Mock 
Trial alumni are attending law 
school. Most importantly, Mock 
Trial, although undoubtedly a lot 
of hardwork and dedication, is 
extremely fun! There are plenty 
of “Law and Order” or “mic-
droppable’ moments!”

>> Continued on p. 4

Mock Trial Team helps students interested in law explore career options
By: Michael Chiwetalu, class of 2022

By: Hamida Hassan, class of 2022
Students rock winter fashion

Junior Tyler Miner wears a Guess 
puffer jacket.

Senior Azariah Johnson wears an em-
erald green Champion sweatsuit.

Senior Nikaya Knox wears a puffer 
jacket with Jordans from GOAT.

Sophomore Raymond Broughton 
wears a hoodie from Divide the Youth.

Senior Tayo Makinde wears a puffer 
jacket with Jordan 4’s from StockX.

Junior Khinary Avila wears a hoodie 
and leggings from Pink.

Junior Sam Obediku wears Nike 
Sportwear Tech Flece.

Junior Kaden Lewis wears an Aero-
postale hoodie.

Students look good while staying warm in their winter outfits.
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Versus Valentine’s Day Edition

Romance Books 
27.8%

Public Proposal
11.3%

Friend Date
85%

No date
15%

Rom-Coms          
48.8%

Fancy Resturant
40%

Private Proposal
88.8%

By: Kaylee Medina, class of 2023

Action Movies
51.2%

Sentimental Gifts
18.8%

Material Gifts
81.3%

Romance Movies
72.2%

Homemade Dinner
60%

     Valentine’s is the one day out 
of the year dedicated to love and 
showing adoration to a partner. 
Some show their love by buying 
materialistic items and others 
make their own sentimental plans 
spending little to no money. 
     Dates should be a regular oc-
casion in relationships if possible, 
but they should be a little more 
special on the 14th of February. 
     Here are 7 easy and quick date 
ideas for Valentine’s day:
     
1. Movie marathons are com-

mon when planning a date, 
but there are ways to make 
it more impactful and mean-
ingful. Creating a fort with 
blankets and items at home 
will give a more sentimental 
feeling without doing much. 

It can be made on the living 
room floor or in the backyard 
with a laptop or projector with 
favorite snacks. Putting fairy 
lights can make a big differ-
ence which are available at 
Target, Walmart, or Amazon.

2. Drive-In movies are becom-
ing more relevant as they 
were decades ago. If making 
forts is too time consuming, 
going to a drive-in is still 
romantic. 

The Starlight Drive In Theater 
located at 2000 Moreland 
Ave SE, Atlanta, GA 30316. 
It has a 4.5 rating on Google 
with a reviewer stating, “The 
classic drive-in experience 
creates an atmosphere for an 
unforgettable night.”

3. Another simple but entertain-
ing date can be roller skating. 
Local roller skating rinks 
can be Sparkles Family Fun 
Center at 1104 Grayson Hwy, 
Lawrenceville, GA 30045. 

Prices vary from hours spent 
at the center, and it is a $4 
admission fee for each person. 
On weekend nights non adults 
pay $5. Another rink is Skate 
Country at 2700 Buford Hwy 
NE, Buford, GA 30518. At 
Skate Country prices change 
as well, on Friday’s admission 
is $10 and skate rental is $3 
from 6-10 p.m. 

4. Recreating the first date is a 
sentimental idea for Valen-
tines. This shows the partner’s 
adoration to the other. This 
can be done at the same place 
the first date took place or at 
home to show how the little 
details are actually what mat-
ters most. 

Quick, fun date ideas during Valentine’s Day
By: Kaiya Marseille, class of 2024

photo created in PicCollage 
Activities such as ice skating, escape rooms and going on movie dates for Valentine’s Day. 

5. Free escape rooms at home 
are creative and can be played 
with two or more players, so 
double dates can be more fun. 
Doing an escape room with 
friends on Valentine’s Day is 
fun as well. 

Free escape room printables 
are available on Escapeteam.
com with different missions 
and levels for players of only 
two or more. 

6. Another date idea for Valen-

tine’s Day is singing karaoke. 
Being the best singer does 
not qualify for having a fun 
night signing songs from one 
another’s playlist. 

Buying a karaoke machine is 
one solution but getting kara-
oke lyric videos on Youtube 
works fine as well.

7. The last but not least idea 
can be ice skating. Local ice 
skating rinks are Have an Ice 
Day Rinks located at 5039 W 
Broad St NE, Sugar Hill, GA 

30518 and Atlanta IceForum 
at 2300 Satellite Blvd, Duluth, 
GA 30097.

Prices for Have an Ice Day 
Rinks are $10 for an admis-
sion fee, $8 for children under 
the age of 8, and $4 skate 
rental. Atlanta IceForum has 
$12 admission, and $6 for 
children under 5 and for skate 
rental as well. 
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     Valentine’s Day is around the 
corner and what better activity to 
do with a significant other or by 
yourself than to watch romantic, 
but sometimes cheesy films. Ro-
mantic comedies can be enjoyed 
year round but hold much more 

significance when watched dur-
ing the month of love. Here are 5 
recommended rom- com projects 
that impact Valentine’s Day. 
     “Emily in Paris” is a popular 
show available on Netflix that has 
viewers tuned in every season. It 

Movies, shows to watch during the month of February
By: Kaiya Marseille, class of 2024

centers around Emily, a young 
girl who has moved from Chicago 
to Paris due to a job opportunity 
becoming a marketing executive. 
Her main struggle is having to find 
a way to adjust to the different cul-
ture and lifestyle around her while 
also juggling meeting new friends 
and potential love interests. This 
series has a 66% on Rotten Toma-
toes with Emily Cooper played by 
Lily Collins and other actors such 
as Lucas Bravo, Ashley Park and 
Camille Razat. 
     Another project that is extreme-
ly watchable during Valentine’s is 
“Crazy, Stupid, Love.” The movie 
focuses around two men who 
have different relationships, one 
trying to fix his broken marriage 
and the other being with different 
women every day. Once they meet, 
they both teach one another their 
ways. The movie has a study plot 
twist while also being comedic 
and heartfelt at the same time. 
This 2011 film has well known 
actors such as Ryan Gosling, 
Steve Carell, Emma Stone and 
Julianne Moore with a 79% Rotten 
Tomatoes.  
     “Ugly Truth” is a rated R film 
starring Katherine Heigl and Ger-
ald Butler. Abby Ritcher played by 
Heigl is a middle aged woman who 
is a hopeless romantic. Her main 
love interest played by Butler is 
Mike Chadway. Due to their differ-
ent opinions on love, the film takes 
you on a rollercoaster of emotions 

while also being hilarious. This 
opposite attracts movie has a 
14% on Rotten Tomatoes, but is a 
recommended movie that can be 
watched anytime especially during 
Valentines and is now streaming 
on Netflix.
     “The Duff,” now streaming on 
Netflix as well, is a PG- 13 rated 
movie starring Mae Whitman, 
Robbie Amell, Bella Thorne and 
Bianca A. Santos. Bianca, played 
by Whitman, is known as the Duff 
in her class friend which stands 
for Designated Ugly Fat Friend. 
This realization has Bianca go on 
a complete intermission with the 
help of the known school’s jock 
Wesley, played by Amell. It has a 
73% on Rotten Tomatoes with crit-
ics saying that it is “an enjoyable 
and occasionally very funny trip.”
     “A Rainy Day in New York” is 
a 2019 film, the story consists of 
two individuals who want to spend 
a romantic weekend together in 
New York. After planning, the day 
gets ruined when it begins to rain 
unexpectedly. This film directed 
by Woody Allen consists of Timo-
thee Chalamet, Selena Gomez, 
Elle Fanning and Jude Law. It is 
now available to watch for free 
on Peacock with a 47% on Rotten 
Tomatoes. 
     Other honorable mentions 
include:
•  “The Bounty Hunter” 
• “10 Things I Hate About You”
• “Just Friends” 

• “What’s Your Number”
•  “She’s The Man” 
• “Crazy Rich Asians.” 
     

     Twenty twenty-two is looking 
like a huge year for new music. 
Some artists are releasing their 
first pandemic album, others are 
putting out their second or third. 
Regardless, there is always a new 
album for students to jump into.
     “Three Dimensions Deep” is 
Amber Mark’s debut album that 
came out Jan. 28. The album draws 
from R&B, soul, funk and hip-
hop. When talking about her song 
“What It Is,” she said, “It comes 
from going through negative ex-
periences which end up being the 
gateway to a question I think I’ll be 
asking for the rest of my life. What 
is the meaning of life, the universe 
and everything?”
     “Lighten Up” by Erin Rae came 
out Feb. 4. The album starts off 
with “Candy & Curry” which cap-
tures the slow-paced living during 
the pandemic. While discussing 
her lead single “Modern Women” 
with Rolling Stone, Rae stated, 
“The song is basically a speech to 
a figurative person who is uncom-
fortable with the disintegration of a 
tired definition of what it means to 
be a womxn.” The music video she 
made for the single showcases the 
diversity of small business owners 
of Nashville and showcases their 
work to push the infamous city 
further. 
     “Few Good Things” by Saba is 
another release set for Feb. 4. The 
rapper from Chicago is not only 
a singer/songwriter/producer but 

he also tells stories from his life 
through his music. While talking 
about his inspiration for the song 
“Stop That” he said, “ I feel like 
more often than not, we let our 
own judgment of ourselves knock 
our confidence off before anyone 
else even offers any feedback–
this is something that I feel like 
I found myself beginning to do 
over the years. Hiding from the 
uncomfortable moment. And this 
song works as my noticing and 
correcting that.” Saba has also 
released a short film titled “Few 
Good Things” that is a visual for 
the album. Prior to the film release 
Saba stated, “The concept of ‘Few 
Good Things’ is the realization 
of self after a search for exterior 
fulfillment. It is the satisfaction 
and completeness you gain by 
simply living a life that is yours. 
Few is a small number, but few is 
not lonely.”
     “Ants From Up There” by 
Black Country, New Road is an 
indie-folk, alt-rock album that was 
released Feb. 4. The album is an 
alternative record. The ninth track 
“Snow Globes” is unique because 
there are no words for the first 
three minutes. On top of that it is 
a little over nine minutes. 
     “Laurel Hell” by Mitski is an 
indie/alternative record that has 
also been released on Feb. 4. While 
talking about her new album she 
stated, “I needed songs that could 
help me forgive both others and 

myself. I make mistakes all the 
time. I don’t want to put on a front 
where I’m a role model, but I’m 
also not a bad person. I needed to 
create this space mostly for myself 
where I sat in that gray area.” Her 
song “The Only Heartbreaker” has 
video-game like instruments and 
lyrics that has listeners come to the 
conclusion that she is the problem 
in her toxic relationship. 
     “Once Twice Melody” by 
Beach House comes out Feb. 
18. The album is being released 
in four chapters, the first came 
out in November of last year and 
the most recent last month. Each 
song also has lyric visuals posted 
on YouTube to further the story 
told in the album. The first track 
“Once Twice Melody” sounds 
very dreamy and the visuals help 
to show a slow summer day of a 
girl who daydreams.
     There are even more releases 
for students to look forward to 
including: 
• “Good and Green Again” by 

Jake Xerxes Fussell
• “Food For Thought’ by Ché 

Noir
• “The Overload” by Yard Act
• “Ethereal” by $not.

New, upcoming album releases include debuts, lesser known talents
By: Madilynn Ponce, class of 2025

“Romantic 
comedies 
can be en-
joyed year 
round but 
hold much 
more sig-
nificance 

when 
watched 

during the 
month of 

love.”

created in PicCollage
These 11 romantic comedies will make Valentine’s speacial.

created in PicsArt
Newly released albums include “Lighten Up,” “Few Good Things,” 
“Ants From Up There,” “Laurel Hell” and “Once Twice Melody.”

“Some artists are releasing their first pandemic album, others are 
putting out their second or third. Regardless, there is always a new 
album for students to jump into.”
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unknown reason.
     “Thor: Love and Thunder” will 
be out in theaters July 8 and is 
not yet rated. The director, Taika 
Waititi (who also directed “Thor 
of Ragnarok”) stated in an inter-
view with Entertainment Weekly, 
“There’s always like new things 
to see and do, and this one, I think 
we’re gonna double down a lot 
on that and have it bigger, bolder 
and brighter. There’s just gonna 
be some really crazy stuff in the 
film.” Thor (Chris Hemsworth) 
is the only original Avenger to 
get more than three solo standing 
films. Fans are also theorizing the 
return of Thor’s younger brother, 
Loki (Tom Hiddleston) after he 
said in “Infinity War”, “The sun 
will shine on us again.” 
     “Aquaman and the Lost King-
dom” is supposed to come out Dec. 
16 making it one of this year’s later 
releases and it is not yet rated. 
The film will be darker than the 
first according to director, James 
Wan who stated in an 2020 panel 
discussion, “The second one is a 
little bit more serious, a little more 
relevant to the world we’re living 
in today, that’s where it wants to 
go.” The star of the film Jason Ma-
mao (Aquaman) said to Fandango, 
“Even on the page, it’s absolutely 
wonderful. There is so much go-
ing on. I think the stakes are a lot 
higher. There’s a lot of comedy.”
     “Avatar 2” is another film set 
to release Dec. 16 and not yet 
rated. The process for this movie 
started in 2012 with director James 
Cameron starting the writing. Ac-
cording to Entertainment Weekly, 
“Both Avatar 2 and 3 are mostly set 
in and around the ocean, introduc-
ing a new clan of reef-dwelling 
Na’vi called the Metkayina.” 
Avatar 2 will likely be centered 
on Jake Sully’s (Sam Worthington) 
and Neytiri (Zoe Saldana) child.
     “Black Panther: Wakanda For-
ever” will be released on Nov. 11. 

     Covid-19 set back filming and 
release dates and now audiences 
will finally be getting their movies 
that they were promised before the 
pandemic. This year will be noth-
ing short of action and superhero 
movies; surely each student can 
find at least one new release ap-
pealing to them.
     “The Batman” is set to release 
March 4 and rated PG-13. The film 
will show Bruce Wayne (Robert 
Pattinson), who is going on year 
two of being behind the mask of 
Batman. Director Matt Reeves 
stated, “He’s in Year Two of being 
Batman. It’s early and Batman’s 
still a vigilante.” This suggests that 
audiences will watch as Batman 
evolves into the true hero he is 
meant to be. The film will feature 
Paul Dano as The Riddler, Zoë 
Kravitz as Catwoman, and Colin 
Farrell as Penguin. 
     “Doctor Strange in the Multi-
verse of Madness” will hit theaters 
May 6, rated PG-13 and is the first 
ever Marvel film to be put in the 
genre of horror. The film will star 
Benedict Cumberbatch as Stephen 
Strange and Elizabeth Olsen as 
Wanda Maximoff and fans will 
be introduced to Xochitl Gomez’s 
America Chavez. The teaser shows 
an evil variant of Dr. Strange that 
says, “Things just got out of hand.” 
and Wanda messing around with 
dark magic. The trailer does not 
give away too much of the plotline; 
but, it is very obvious that this film 
will be nothing short of madness.
     “Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (Part One)” will be 
released Oct. 7 and is not yet rated. 
The trailer shows Miles Morales 
(Shameik Moore) re-uniting with 
Gwen Stacy (Hailee Steinfield). 
He then finds himself taking a 
journey through the Spider-Verse, 
during which Miguel O’Hara 
(Oscar Isaac) is attempting to take 
hold of Miles. However, it seems 
the two are having a dispute for an 

This year’s most anticipated films
By: Madilynn Ponce, class of 2025

photo courtesy of Picsart
Movie posters and annoucments for the most anticipated movies for twenty-twenty two.

In Dec. 2020 Disney announced 
that Chadwick Boseman’s Black 
Panther would not be recast after 
he sadly died of colon cancer at 
43 in Nov. 2020. On Twitter Dis-
ney stated, “Honoring Chadwick 
Boseman’s legacy & portrayal of 
T’Challa, @MarvelStudios will 
not recast the character, but will 
explore the world of Wakanda & 
the rich characters introduced in 
the first film.” In regards to what 
the film will be about, the cast is 
not even 100% sure. Martin Free-
man stated in an interview with 
James Corden, “ Some of it was 

very odd, and I think he (director, 
Ryan Coogler) could see from the 
reaction on my face to some of the 
things he was saying. He kept sort 
of stopping, and he kept going, 
‘Stay with me, but this is going to 
work. I mean, we’ve not done it 
yet, who knows, we might make it 
awful, but I’m hoping we won’t. I 
hope people will be in for a treat.”
     All students will be able to find 
at least one film that they’ll enjoy. 

     Some honorable mentions are: 
• “Don’t Worry Darling” 

(rated R)
• “Top Gun: Maverick”     

(rated PG-13)
• “Mission: Impossible 7” 

(rated PG-13)
• “Minions: The Rise of Gru” 

(rated PG)
• “Uncharted” (rated PG-13)
• “Knives Out 2”                               

(rated PG-13)
• “Disenchanted” (rated PG)
• “The Flash” (rated PG-13)
• “Lightyear” (rated PG)

Mock Trial Team helps students interested in law explore career options
By: Michael Chiwetalu, class of 2022

 >> Continued from p. 3
 
A few members feelings about 
Mock Trial: 

-Junior Jocelyn May is prosecut-
ing attorney one, who gives the 
opening statement and participates 
in direct examination and cross 
examination of witnesses. She is 
also the team captain. She said,  
“Mock Trial has given me a new 
family as we’ve grown as a team 
over the years. The bonds we’ve 
made as we learn more about law 
and the justice system have made 
us a tight knit group. The relation-
ships we make with the attorney 
coaches allow us to develop our 
skills in the field of law in a safe 
learning environment.”

- Junior Luis Garavito is defense 
attorney three who is in charge of 
the closing statement, in addition 

to direct and cross examination of 
witnesses. He said, “Mock trial has 
given me a chance to explore the 
career I’ve been most interested 
in. It gives an inside view of what 
working in the legal world may 

photo courtesy of Ms. Rachel Stone

The Mock Trial team and coaches pose for a group photo 
in the jury box.

Please congratulate the following students for advancing to 
Rounds 1-4 of the Georgia High School Mock Trial Regional 
Competitions (Feb. 2, 8, & 12).

Prosecution 
Jocelyn May, prosecutor 1
Paige Mona, prosecutor 2
Micah Petit-Bois, prosecutor 3
Riley Murdoch, witness (Sgt. Danni Saturday, first responder)
Reagan Sims, witness (Det. Regan Monterro, undercover cop)
Adela (Max) Haynes, witness (Yoga Instructor)

Defense
Jocelyn May, defense attorney 1
Paige Mona,  defense attorney 2
Luis Garavito, defense attorney 3
Julian Dominguez, defendant (Carl Holmes; charged with felony 
murder, aggravated assault, and possession of a firearm)
Angelani Mukendi, witness (Norma Twiggs, eyewitness)
Michael Stewart, witness (Norman Twiggs, eyewitness)
Joanna Bongiorno, witness (defendant's therapist)

Timekeepers
Kayla Malcolm
Zacqyra Bellinger

be while also integrating competi-
tions for those that look forward to 
being in court.”
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New year offers variety with bestselling books of 2021, 2022
By: Ivana Gonzalez Lima, class of 2024

     With this new year comes great 
anticipation regarding the arrival 
of new books. Popular authors 
like Colleen Hoover, Lucy Foley, 
Delilah S. Dawson, and many 
more have added to their catalog 

“An Abundance of Kather-
ines”

     
     One of the most famous writ-
ers of the young adult genre, John 
Green, has a book that is lesser 
known than his “A Fault in Our 
Stars” and “Paper Towns” but still 
worth a read: “An Abundance of 
Katherines.” 
     The story is based around a 
boy named Colin Singleton, a 
child prodigy and a wannabe ge-
nius. He loves anagrams and has 
been dumped nineteen times by 
a series of girls who he wants to 
date named Katherine. Katherine 
breaks up with him on the day of 
their graduation. 
     Throughout the book, Colin 
starts to develop a theorem, “The 
Theorem of Underlying Katherine 
predictability” which he hopes 
would help him predict the future 
relationships he may have later 
on. Colin's best friend Hassan 
wants to take him on a road trip to 
get over his last terrible breakup. 
     At their destination, they meet 
a girl named Lindsey. She offers 
them a place to stay and they be-
come great friends. The age rating 
for this book is 16+. 

“Malibu Rising”
     
     “Malibu Rising” by Taylor 
Jenkins Reid is historical fic-
tion. This book is based around 
the Riva family. The story takes 
place in the 24 hours leading up to 
their annual end-of-summer party. 
Everyone wants to be around the 
famous Rivas: Nina, the talented 
surfer, and supermodel, brothers 
Jay and Hud, one a championship 
surfer, the other a renowned pho-
tographer, and their adored baby 
sister, Kit. 
      Together, the siblings are a 
source of fascination in Malibu 
and the world over especially as 
the offspring of the legendary 
singer, Mick Riva. But little do 
they know that all their secrets and 
loves that shape their family will 
all come out. 
     It is an unforgettable night for 

the family. They must choose 
what they will keep from their 
family and what they will leave 
behind. The age rating for this 
book is 14+. 

“House of Gucci”
     
     “House of Gucci” by Sara Gay 
Forden. This book received lots 
of attention due to the movie that 
came out from this book in 2021. 
It is a sensational story of murder, 
madness, glamour, and greed. It is 
a biography and true crime. 
     The murder of Maurizio Gucci 
serves as an entry into one of the 
world’s most glamorous fashion 
houses. The author provides the 
historical part of the Gucci dy-
nasty and family as well as all the 
envy and greed associated with 
the characters. 
     Patrizia Reggiani, who is an 
outsider from humble beginnings, 
marries Maurizio Gucci and be-
comes part of the famous dynasty. 
Her ambitions begin to unravel 
their legacy and trigger a reckless 
spiral of betrayal, decadence, and 
revenge, leading to murder. She 
hires a hitman to kill her husband. 
The age rating for this book is 
16+. 

“The Guest List”
     
     “The Guest List” by Lucy 
Foley is a thriller, mystery, sus-
pense, psychological thriller, and 
psychological fiction book. On 
an island off the coast of Ireland, 
guests gather to celebrate two 
people joining their lives together 
as one. 
     The groom is handsome and 
charming, a rising television star. 
The bride is a smart and ambi-
tious magazine publisher. Perfec-
tion is key for this wedding but 
celebrating it is not so perfect. 
     As the champagne is popped 
and the festivities begin, resent-
ments and petty jealousies begin 
to mingle with the reminiscences 
and well wishes. The grooms-
men begin the drinking game 
from their school days. Then the 
bridesmaids begin to accidentally 
ruin their dresses and everything 
starts to go downhill. 
     When suddenly someone turns 
up dead, it is clear someone did 
not wish the happy couple well. 
The age rating for this book is 

17+. 

“The Violence”
     
     “The Violence” by Deliah S. 
Dawson is a mystery, suspense, 
adventure fiction, and dystopian.  
This book is told around three 
generations of abused women 
who have to navigate their scary 
new realities of identity, cycles of 
abuse and a search for hope as a 
mysterious epidemic of violence 
sweeps the nation. 
     Chelsea Martin, one of the 
characters, is a housewife married 
to her high school sweetheart, and 
the mother of two daughters. Her 
husband has been abusing her for 
many years now. 
     She starts to worry about the 
well-being of her daughters and 
is worried that her daughters as 
well will be trapped just like her. 
But then the mysterious illness 
sweeps the nation known as The 
Violence. 
     This illness causes the infected 
to experience sudden, explosive 
bouts of animalistic rage and at-
tack anyone in their path. With 
this new break out Chelsea and 
her daughters have the opportuni-
ty to escape the prison-like home 
that they are living in. 
     This particular book is expect-
ed to be released in February of 
2022. The age rating of this book 
is not yet released. 

“Reminders of Him”
     
     “Reminders of Him” by #1 New 
York Times bestselling author 
Colleen Hoover is a contemporary 
romance and domestic fiction au-
thor. This novel is based around 
Kenna Rowan who, after serving 
five years in prison for a tragic 
mistake, seeks to be reunited with 
her four-year-old daughter. 
     She tries to prove herself but 
nobody has the desire to let her 
show her growth. The only person 
who has not closed the door on her 
completely is Ledger Ward, a lo-
cal bar owner and one of the few 
remaining links to Kenna’s daugh-
ter. 
     But if anyone were to discover 
how Ledger is slowly becoming 
an important part of Kenna’s life, 
both would risk losing the trust of 
everyone important to them. 
     The two form a connection 
despite the pressure surrounding 
them, but as their romance grows, 
so does the risk. Kenna must find 
a way to absolve the mistakes of 
her past in order to build a future 
out of hope and healing. The age 
rating for this book is 15+. 

“Night”
     
     “Night” by Elie Wiesel is the 
current most checked-out book 
in the DHS library. This book is 
a non-fiction memoir and is nar-
rated by Wiesel based on his 

real-life experience during the 
Holocaust. His family and he 
were taken from their home to a 
concentration camp along with 
thousands of Jews. 
     This book highlights the im-
portance of his and many others' 
lives during this time and many 
tragedies caused by the Holo-
caust. The age rating for this 
book is 15+. 

“Dear Martin”
     
     “Dear Martin” by Nic Stone 
still remains one of the most 
checked-out books in the DHS 
library of the year.  This book 
is about an Ivy League-bound 
African American teenage boy 
who becomes a victim of racial 
profiling. 
     Justyce struggles to reconcile 
the fact that he is a good per-
son but being put in handcuffs 
makes him panic and struggle 
because he is living in a society 
where how people are treated is 
based on their race. The age rat-
ing for this book is 14 and up. 

Reviews of upcoming artists Benson 
Boone, LIL HUDDY, Jeris Johnson
By: Clerfania Previlon, class of 2025

     The Talon received 3 songs 
from “MOXIE!”, a foundation 
that provides student publications 
with current music for review. The 
artists included in this release were 
Benson Boone, an up and coming 
pop artist, LIL HUDDY, known for 
his internet fame, and Jeris John-
son, a rapidly growing artist recog-
nized for his signature angsty and 
aggressive “Soundcloud rap” style. 

Benson Boone

Artist Bio: “19-year-old Benson 
Boone makes an auspicious debut 
today with a stunning single called 
‘GHOST TOWN.’ A poignant 
ballad with unflinchingly honest 
lyrics and soaring vocals, this is 
the calling card of a major new tal-
ent. ‘Maybe you’d be happier with 
someone else, maybe lovin’ me is 

the reason you can’t love yourself,’ 
he sings over melancholy keys. 
‘Before I turn your heart into a 
ghost town, show me everything 
we built so I can tear it all down.’ “

Song Summary: “Benson penned 
‘GHOST TOWN’ based off emo-
tions that were pulled from observ-
ing a friend’s toxic relationship
 >> Continued on p. 8

Bestselling books for readers to check out in 2022.
photo courtesy of Picsart

A helping hand

By: Ethan Van Nus class of 2022

Top ten checked out books in the 
DHS library: 
1. “Night” by Elie Wiesel 
2. “Elements” by Brian J. Knapp
3. “My Forbidden Face: Growing 

up under the Taliban: a Young 
Woman’s story by Latifa 

4. “One to watch”: a novel by Kate 
London Stayman 

5. “The Autobiography of Eleanor 
Roosevelt” by Eleanor Roosevelt 

6. “Bleach.” Volumes 1-2-3 by Tite 
Kubo

7. “Bleach.” Volumes 28-29-30 by 
Tite Kubo 

8. “Bonnie and Clyde: a biography” 
by Nate Hendley

9. “Complications” by Danielle 
Steel 

10. “Confucius: The Sage on the 
road” by Ning Qian
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and realizing development in his 
own emotional maturity. ‘I saw 
that from an outside perspective 
and wondered what they could 
have done differently,’ the new-
comer from Monroe, Washington 
explains. ‘Love can hurt more than 
it can help. Sometimes the best 
way of showing someone you care 
is by letting them go.’

Cler’s Review: “GHOST TOWN” 
by Benson Boone is a generic pop 
ballad that has the depth of any 
Adele song minus the accent. (I 
am not coming for Adele by the 
way. I love her.) Benson’s vocals 
were strong, but personally I found 
the song boring. It lacked anything 
that drove it forward. The drums 
and piano were hollow and tiring 
by the 2nd time he sang the chorus. 
The song was well written, but I 
would have liked a little bit more 
of a kick to it. It is a slow song that 
is missing something.

     The music video was a little 
weird but in a cute way. It was 
Benson, his friends and girlfriend 
running around their hometown 
and doing flips at the beach and 
whatnot. It did not really match the 
song at all. The song tells a pretty 
clear story of a toxic relationship 
while the video is just one big 
healthy relationship. There was 
not really continuity and I would 
have liked it a lot more if the video 
and song told the same story. It 
was a great song for Benson’s 
debut but not my cup of tea. He 
has so much potential, but I think 
he played it safe with “GHOST 
TOWN”.  6/10.

LIL HUDDY

 Artist Bio: “Singer, songwriter, 
and Immersive/Geffen Records 
artist LIL HUDDY (aka Chase 
Hudson) released his highly-
anticipated debut album ‘Teenage 
Heartbreak.’ The album includes 
previously released singles ‘21st 
Century Vampire,’ ‘The Eulogy 
Of You and Me,’ ‘America’s 
Sweetheart’ and ‘Don’t Freak Out’ 
featuring iann dior, All-American 
Rejects’ front man Tyson Ritter 
and Travis Barker, as well as eight 
more brand-new tracks. 

‘Teenage Heartbreak’ is full of 
power punk anthems and is a 
culmination of LIL HUDDY’s sig-
nature style cultivated by the raw 
and restless angst of post-internet 
era adolescence.”

Song Summaries: “LIL HUDDY 
says about the album, ‘I could not 
be more excited to finally release 
my very first album, ‘Teenage 
Heartbreak’! I worked so hard to 
put together a project that I feel 
perfectly represents who I am as 
an artist, and I hope to be able to 
connect with my fans on a deeper 
level through each song.  Thank 
you to everyone who has been so 
supportive throughout this entire 
journey so far. This is only just the 
beginning!’”  

Cler’s Review: Though I find it 
painful to admit, “Don’t Freak 
Out” was surprisingly catchy. His 
vocals were strong, but the lyrics 
seemed pretty generic. 
     “Partycrasher’’ was a fun song 
and it gave me the same vibe as an 
old Disney “rock” band, specifical-
ly the rival band from Lemonade 
Mouth, just with more profanity. If 

I had to pick between “Don’t Freak 
Out” and “Partycrasher” I would 
pick “Partycrasher” in a heartbeat. 
     I really like how you can tell 
that his music is heavily influenced 
by alternative and rock bands 
like My Chemical Romance and 
Blink-182. Many believe that his 
music is helping revive the pop-
punk genre that a lot of people 
grew up on. 
     My favorite part of the whole 
LIL HUDDY experience was the 
music videos. They were fun and 
extremely well made. The “Par-
tycrasher” video was my favorite 
and I liked the concept of the 
whole “last night was a movie ‘’ 
and how it was “filmed” on an 
older camera. It reminded me 
again of Lemonade Mouth and 
I think that stems from how LIL 
HUDDY’s music is a pop punk 
similar to the music in Lemonade 
Mouth and the music that was 
popular at that time.  

     The “Don’t Freak Out” video 
was well made and told the story 
of the song effortlessly. I really en-
joyed the way the features (Travis 

Reviews of upcoming artists Benson Boone, LIL HUDDY, Jeris Johnson
By: Clerfania Previlon, class of 2025

Barker, iann dior and Tyson Rit-
ter) were incorporated. It was like 
they formed their own little genre 
bending boy band. I personally do 
not care much for Lil Huddy as a 
person but I do respect his hustle. 
He used his internet fame to chase 
his dreams and launch his music 
career. He has talent and I feel 
that if he continues to work hard 
he could really become something 
outside of his internet fame. 8/10

Jeris Johnson

Artist Bio: “Jeris Johnson is a 
bold and genre-bending pop rock 
sensation who constantly pushes 
musical boundaries. His early 
metal influences and experimen-
tation with pop and EDM led him 
to form a one-of-a-kind pop rock 
sound that blends raw energy, 
gritty melodies and unapologetic 
emotions. With influences from 
Slipknot and Ski Mask, Jeris’ mu-
sic experiments with the duality of 
grunge and beauty, boldness and 
vulnerability.”

Cler’s Review: “FRIDAY” by 

Jeris Johnson is a really different 
song. It combines an f-boy mental-
ity with a rock backing track. The 
first time I listened to it I thought 
it was satire. The lyrics were ri-
diculous but in a super fun way. 
The song blends Jeris’ style of trap 
rock really well. Jeris’ vocals are 
amazing and he has a lot of range. 
His voice carries a rasp to it that is 
unique to his sound that makes him 
stand out. The song was catchy and 
I was not bored at all. 
     The music video was well pro-
duced but it was generic. It was 
random, but you can really tell that 
Jeris enjoys performing and loves 
what he does. The music video felt 
like a mini concert and I enjoyed it. 

The Trippie Redd feature was 
really surprising, and I did not 
expect it to work, but it flowed 
really well. Trippie’s almost mo-
notonous voice paired with Jeris’ 
loud, rasp complimented each 
other perfectly. I did not expect to 
like it all because at first glance it 
did not seem to fit my taste, but I’m 
glad I listened to it. 8/10.

     The Esports team is one of the 
many new extracurriculars offered 
at DHS. Led by Coach Michael 
Peterson and Coach Alan Cum-
mings, they finished the regular 
season with an 8-6 record and 
made it to the state playoffs in 
their first season. Members of the 
teams shared their experience of 
being on the team and making it 
to the state playoffs.
     Tryouts for the 2022 spring 
season were held Jan. 20. This 
season League of Legends, Super 
Smash Bros. Ultimate, and Rocket 
League will be offered. This sea-
son runs from February until the 
end of April. 

Brief description of Esports - 
what do you do, games you play, 
when you meet, etc?

• “We play League of Legends, 
the schedule can be flexible 
and the coaches are very un-
derstanding but we do have 
planned days for meetings/
games.” - Shefara Korobi 
Jaman, 9th

• “We would usually meet on 
Monday, Tuesday, and Thurs-
day to play the game that 

we’ve signed up for.” - Jose 
Zuniga, 11th

• “Well, I play League of Leg-
ends. The role I play is sup-
port. Monday,Tuesday and 
Thursday are the days I get to 
play.” - Isaiah Yanez, 9th

Why did you join the Esports 
team?

• “A lot of people encouraged 
me to and I thought why not.” 
- Shefara Korobi Jaman, 9th

• “My friend decided to join, so 
I did too.” - Jose Zuniga, 11th

• “I joined Esports because I 
thought it would be a fun way 
to get better and work on com-
munication and since I’m not 
kinda not social, it would be 
a way for me to push myself 
to meet new people.” -  Isaiah 
Yanez, 9th

Favorite thing about Esports?
• “The memories.” - Shefara 

Korobi Jaman, 9th

• “Get to meet people that you 
haven’t met before and form 

a friendship.” - Jose Zuniga, 
11th

• “I think it’s the interaction that 
my teammates make when 
we test our skills.” - Isaiah 
Yanez, 9th

What was it like making it to 
the state playoffs in your first 
season?

• “It was terrifying. There was 
so much pressure and anxi-
ety, but it was such a fun and 
prideful experience.” -  She-
fara Korobi Jaman, 9th

• “It felt nice knowing that 
we had that potential in our 
first ever tournament.” - Jose 
Zuniga, 11th

• “It was surprising and I’m 
glad we gave it our all as a 
team.” -  Isaiah Yanez, 9th

Since Esports is included in a 
new branch of sports, do you 
consider yourself a legitimate 
athlete or a hybrid athlete and 
why?

• “Hybrid, we don’t really re-
quire a physical like the other 

sports and most people don’t 
consider it a sport. It’s sub-
jective to people.” - Shefara 
Korobi Jaman, 9th

• “Maybe more of a hybrid ath-
lete because it’s a challenge in 
the mind and with your team. 
Esports, well at least from my 
experience of the game I play, 
League of Legends, it is more 
mental strength.” -  Isaiah 
Yanez, 9th

What do you want to tell anyone 

Members of Esports share their experiences
By: Clerfania Previlon, class of 2025
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‘GHOST TOWN’ is Benson’s 
debut single. 

photo courtesy of MOXIE! photo courtesy of MOXIE!

‘TEENAGE HEARTBREAK’ 
is LIL HUDDY’s debut album.

Jeris embraces his style of trap 
rock in new single ‘FRIDAY’.  

photo courtesy of Michael Peterson
Members of Esports pose for a group photo.

that’s considering joining the 
team?
• “Have fun and win. Also 

please humble yourself.” - 
Shefara Korobi Jaman, 9th

• “Be prepared to be flexible 
and communicate with the 
team.” - Jose Zuniga, 11th 

• “To anyone who wants to join 
Esports.  It’s very fun and a 
great experience for anyone 
and everyone who is wanting 
to try out.” -  Isaiah Yanez, 9th

>> Continued from p. 7
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Governor Kemp’s eager desire to win over Georgian’s vote might 
lead to unwanted problems 

     Georgia Governor Brian Kemp 
is running again for his second 
term but this time he is taking 
advantage of his audience’s desire 
regarding handguns. Gun violence 
has been a huge issue across the 
United States over the past years. 
Many citizens have died in school 
shootings, robberies, shootings, 
etc. With Kemp wanting to run 
again, he is using major issues like 
guns and wanting to make them 
more accessible to people. Since 
Georgia is mainly a Republican 
state and he is also a Republican, 
he knows that most people want 
these gun laws to be gone. With 
the power that Kemp holds, he 
knows that he would be able to do 
something this big. 
     In addition, Kemp wants to 
remove the permit policy that 
comes with carrying a gun. In 
the past, Georgians have seen in 
Kemp’s past campaigns how he 
feels about guns where he made 
ads where he carries guns and 
specifically where she is sitting 
with a young man who wants to 
date his daughter. Kemp laid out 
a bunch of shotguns and is hold-
ing one in the video when he asks, 
“And the two things if you’re go-
ing to date one of my daughters?” 
The young man replies, “Respect. 
And a healthy appreciation for the 
Second Amendment, sir.” “We’re 
going to get along just fine,” says 
Kemp as he cocks the shotgun in 
his lap. 
     The purpose that Kemp had with 
making this ad was to emphasize 

By: Ivana Gonzalez Lima, class of 2024

his support for the right to “bear 
arms” and own weapons like guns. 
Since 2018, Kemp has been push-
ing for Constitutional carry. Kemp 
is assuming that the majority of 
Republicans want these permit 
policies to be loosened or elimi-
nated. By him announcing that he 
wants to carry out these laws, he is 
appealing to these voters but also 
stirring up controversy. 
     America has had to face a lot 
of heartaches due to gun violence. 
In Atlanta on March 16, 2021, 
Robert Aaron shot eight people 
who were of Asian descent. Long 
did not have trouble purchasing a 
firearm due to no-wait gun laws 
where there is no waiting period 
to buy a gun. Friends and family 

photo courtesy of Rolling Stone

Governor Brian Kemp election ads have stirred up controversy with people concerned with  gun 

lost their loved ones on that day 
because an individual decided to 
commit a hate crime. This could 
have all been avoided if our laws 
regarding guns were more limited. 
     Lucy McBath, a United States 
representative from Georgia, lost 
her son Jordan Davis to gun vio-
lence. He was shot and killed by 
Michael Dunn. In the trial, Dunn 
said that his motive in confront-
ing Davis in the first place was 
because of how loud his music was 
playing in a gas station. Dunn said 
that Davis had a gun on him and 
he also threatened him. In Dunn’s 
defense, he brought in the stand 
your ground law which says ac-
cording to Lawrina, “citizens can 
use deadly force to themselves, 

other people, or property if they 
believe such force is necessary to 
prevent death, bodily injury, or a 
felony.” 
     Dunn abused the right to use 
this law because he “thought” 
there was a gun and because he felt 
threatened he felt entitled to shoot 
Davis, a 17 year old. Not only have 
these cases been brought to the at-
tention of the American audience, 
but there are also so many others 
like this where the defendant twist-
ed our state laws and took it upon 
themselves to act without thinking 
about the consequences. Our gun 
laws are already so flexible people 
use them to their convenience, 
including claiming that they feel 
threatened by people of color. 

     However, there is a difference 
between wanting a gun to feel safe 
and wanting to carry a gun openly 
in public without a permit.   A 
reasonable person would keep a 
gun safe in their homes, someone 
where it is locked. Governor Kemp 
is all the problems that looser gun 
laws could bring. 
     In conclusion, the actions that 
Governor Kemp wants to take re-
garding gun laws are only to gain 
votes to be reelected. If he wins 
the election on Nov. 8, this could 
bring a lot of negative backlashes 
and even more problems with gun 
violence. We could see a great in-
crease in shootings, murders, and 
hate crimes. 

Help from Friends
By: Ethan Van Nus, class of 2022

• Proposed Gun Law Changes
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Varsity girls soccer beats Flowery Branch 2-1 
Photos by:Abbey O’Neill, class of 2022

Tatyana Machado, 11th grade, scored the first goal off the game off of a 
corner kick.

Betsy Vanegas, 10th grade and center midfield, makes a pass.

Marissa  Rivardis, 10th grade outside back, takes a shot under pressure.

Betsy Vanegas does a flick pass to Marissa Rivardis, so she can give the ball 
to a player who is in a better postion to score.  

Dakota Lashley, 12th grade forward, goes one-on-one versus the defender. 

Dakota Lashley receives the pass and maintains control.

Katie Larson, 10th grade center midfielder, defends the goal and stops 
Flowery Branch’s attack. 

Markia Brown,10th grade outside back, dribbles the ball down the field. 
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Falcon All-Stars: Lindsay Stevens, Ethan Van Nus

     The Falcon All-Stars for this 
month are the gifted Lindsay 
Stevens and Ethan Van Nus from 
the swim team. In this interview 
they share the behind the scenes 
of their sport and give advice to 
future swimmers. 
     Stevens is one of the most 
talented high school swimmers in 
Georgia, ranking top 5 at state and 
county throughout her high school 
career. She was inspired to start the 
sport 12 years ago due to watching 
her siblings swim growing up. 
     Stevens favorite thing about 
her sport is the friendships made 
from training together daily. When 
asked what the most challenging 
part about swimming is, she said, 
“The mental strength it takes to 
push your body past its limits ev-
eryday. Although you swim with 
your team, the individual pressure 
you put on yourself is very chal-
lenging.”
     Balancing school and athletics 
can get tough since both can be 
demanding. Stevens disclosed that 
to get everything done it takes a lot 

of self discipline, and that time 
management is key. Stevens’ hard 
work has paid off as she plans 
swimming D1 at Grand Canyon 
University located in Phoenix, 
Arizona next fall.
     Her most exciting moment 
on the swim team was when her 
swim relay made state during her 
freshman and sophomore year. 
Outside of swimming Stevens 
pastimes include cooking and 
weightlifting.
     When asked what she wishes 
that she would have known before 
she started the sport, she joked 
that once you start you always 
smell like chlorine. There is no 
escaping it. 
     The best advice she has re-
ceived regarding swimming is 
that, “One bad practice, race, or 
meet never defines who you are 
as a person.” Advice that Stevens 
would give to aspiring swimmers 
is to make friends that push you to 
be your best and that swimming 
will be so much fun.
     Another talented member of 

the swim team, Ethan Van Nus, 
shared his thoughts on the sport. 
He is one of four boys from the 
school that qualified to compete 
in the Gwinnett County Cham-
pionship and who also qualified 
for state. 
     Van Nus has been swimming 
for a lengthy 13 years. His rea-
soning behind starting is that dur-
ing that time period he was trying 
out a lot of different sports, and 
swimming was the one that stuck.
     When asked what he looks for-
ward to the most during his sport, 
he said that he enjoys meeting 
new people at swim meets. His 
biggest struggle with the sport is 
remembering what lap he is on 
during long distance events.
     To balance school and athlet-
ics Van Nus’ strategy is to do his 
homework and classwork after 
practice. When he is not in the 
pool, he takes interest in art and 
astronomy.
     Throughout his career, his 
proudest moment was when he 
had the opportunity to swim out 

of state. He shared that before start-
ing the sport, he wished he would 
have been aware of how demand-
ing it is.
     Van Nus revealed that the best 
advice he has received is to keep 
pushing when things get hard. Ad-
vice that he would give to someone 

By: Makeda Templier, class of 2022

interested in swimming is “Do not 
sprint on everything you do.  Learn 
to pace yourself.”
     These two seniors’ commit-
ment towards their sport for over 
a decade has shown,  as their talent 
is noticeable to everyone who has 
watched them swim. 

photo courtesy of Kate Kesler
Senior swimmers pose cheerfully at senior night. Stevens stands 
far right and Van Nus stands middle right.

By: Abbey O’Neill, class of 2022

JV girls basketball beats Shiloh 67-43

Sydney Whittle shoots in the paint.

Quinn Lockhart takes the ball down the court.

Sydney Whittle takes the ball in the lane against three de-
fenders.

Kyla Person passes the ball to her teammate from the wing.

Kyla Person dribbles toward the basket as Sydney Little 
calls for the ball.

Kyla Person drives toward the open basket in a fast break as 
Sydney Whittle and Asia Bryant go for the rebound.
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February/ March
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wenseday Thursday Friday Staterday

13 14
-Tennis @ 
Archer
-V Baseball 
vs. Archer

15
-V Baseball 
vs. Archer
V G/B 
-Soccer vs. 
Habersham

16
-Basketball 
Region 8-6A 
Tournament
-V Baseball 
vs. Duluth

17
-V/JV Track 
Meet @ 
Mountain 
View
-JV G/B 
Soccer vs. 
Shiloh

18
-Basketball 
Region 8-6A 
Tournament

19
-Basketball 
Region 8-6A 
Tournament

20 21
-V Baseball @ 
Norcross

22
-V Bas-
ketball 1st 
Round State 
Playoffs

23
-V Bas-
ketball 1st 
Round State 
Playoffs

24
-V Bas-
ketball 1st 
Round State 
Playoffs

25
-V Basket-
ball 2nd 
Round State 
Playoffs

26
-V Basket-
ball 2nd 
Round State 
Playoffs

27 28
-V Baseball 
@ Habersh-
am Central

1
-V Bas-
ketball 3rd 
Round State 
Playoffs

2
-V Bas-
ketball 3rd 
Round State 
Playoffs

3
-V Boys 
LAX @ MH 
Jackson

4 5
V Basketball 
Final 4 state 
playoffs

6 7
-V Baseball 
vs. Winder-
Barrow

8
-V Boys 
LAX @ SW 
Dekalb

9
-V Basket-
ball State 
Champion-
ships
-V Baseball 
@ Winder-
Barrow

10
-V Basket-
ball State 
Champion-
ships

11
-V Track 
Meet
-V G/B 
Soccer @ 
Habersham

12
-V Basket-
ball State 
Champion-
ships

13 14
-V Baseball 
vs. Shiloh 
(DH)

15
-V G/B 
Soccer vs. 
Shiloh

16
-V Baseball 
@ Shiloh

17
-V G/B LAX 
vs. South-
west Dekalb

18
-V Baseball 
@ Hebron 
Christian

19
-Spring 
Drama Show

• Second Winter Break 
means 5-day weekend

•  We got snow!! A little bit at 
least

• Spring sports beginning 
(soccer, track & field, base-
ball, lacrosse)

• Valentines Day

• Winter almost over -- 3 
more weeks

• Rhianna’s pregnant

• New music by Nicki Minaj

• Cold, gloomy weather

• Study skills instead of 
long lunches

• We’re still having to wear 
masks

• FASFA deadline looming 
for seniors

• Snowfall on weekend in-
stead of on a school day

• No DLDs in February

• Football season is almost 
over


